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AS a Nail in a ſure Place; to. faſten their Hearts | 
one to another : A x 


' Wherein | is ſhewed the Weakneſs of chalk Neil that 
were ordained tor that Purpoſe ; and now by ſome , are | 
faid to be the only Stayes of a Nation. 


| > in and cleer Diſcovery, how you may $.. I 
by fe _ know who thoſe are, that are ſpoken of, in 2 Tim. 3, as. Ge. oy | Hi . I 
A _ have the Form, and notthe Power of Godlineſs, : -*'®*- 
$As alfo, who have the Power of Godlineſs, and _ 
34 > you may eakily kriow them by cleer Matks and Signs. _ 


=. 2 Widkan Exhortion.20 Pr or all men, and to Lovoall 


\ 2 — So EOS aw 
” 


| STE ary os 
ge - "a lictls Flockof His. _” A 
Wricen from on, in Kent, To all the Pe le of Es la, 

_- EnE SD  % wt | 


) 


2 dra Ho gy: 5 16. 5 S: x 


— — 


- 


TACISST ING 


Py 
«+. HIT 


| 4 Vid will Pal vs Natl in «fue. place, 5 
tir heart? met to  .. NO In 


BA 


£4 WuZ Hear heat, all al plot High Lon, Rich 
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> be poor gains, to pleaſe mah, and-loſE the Love of 
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& 2 OP and become like thoſe fantaſtical Men 5 
androgen in-our time (2s make chemſelves fuch Garitig- ſocks for _ ©. 
fools to look'on)whe Pouder their ,and4pot _. go 3 4 


op 


Faces like Leopardr, and change their hab appeat 1 _ 


and Godteatens to puniſh them, ren ar DES fothe Prins 
_ andtheKs | Children aud all ſuch as ave cleathed with [pp for. 
behold, the Chet, hab lo Stable; and he Blythe ent, ol, 


be as Stubble:' and the Day that comtth,\ 

themmp, and ſha leave thats nebehev- Rove het Bridit; Hal. res be 
you tnay ſee the dgom of all thoſey that walk, with Verchid oat necks, and 
-. .wantoy eyes}; for God ſaith further, inſtzad of a ſmeet ſmell; hewill groe 
them a ek, as you may tead atlar e, how: God: chreained of 
old, Iſs = 3:76,27."andſotothoend. | 6,64 Hel 

wives on Yand Are not thy Sons and Dau le hard noe 
alt the fins.of! inthee?-Is not abundatee of Talemeſs-in thee 2. 
Is not Fxlneſs of Bread in thee ? --Do' not thy Sons-and -Danghters 
commit #heredaw? ' And do northy Servants fill choir: & pe Hou- 
_ ſes with Dece/r>- Donor thy Ruleys, let Drinkenieſs, and allm 


of -Rudeneſs, go 
Plajes,; tolerated int thee , vi 
; Poſts ofiliyGeres, hone | T'*: SIG TIOE 
Thee; © London? inddo cb Fi o; Rick ts by. pamim-any of. 


Gaie:ts 4ceriny thee? 
woAllea), 


_— + oe RS ENT 4 + Sas 
, Me > LS a tas Ys _—_—_ 
»©£ os Z > 
% 


Fo * C4 Wnipel bus 
*  onthee, O London? No, no, itis the Prayers of thoſe thou caſleft 


P wah." > T6 3. "AIE* 
» S958 ne _ G * Fx BE 
Y We. » & SS 


Fanaticks, thatare daily-put up to.God-frem: their heaucs,*thac hold 
Gotls liznds rerbone Av he that cannot lye, fb fatde A ops X46 


T F not alwajes ftrive with ».n. Oh!.God is very gracious, in giving ſo. 
_  largeatime'to ati, as he hath dbge” already : "Mas, Ulas?* ae 
not the Prejers of the Withgd abominable? And hath God-as great de- 


light in Sacrifice, as in Obediexce ? It is not enough to invent Znftre- 


" wents of *k., like David, and Sing and Pipe, and make a great 


- profit thee, in 
ſhewof Worſhip, without 


noiſe, and a ſound that God regards, as P-wl witneſleth, x Cor.13.5. 
Thoxgh I ſpeak, with the tongue of Men and gow es te” have not Char:- 
ty,or Love, I am become as. ſounding Braſs, and a tinckling Symbal, So 
thou mayelt ſee, :O Evglend, That all thy ſound -of Organs will not 
the Day of Gods Wrath; as will unavoi bly come on | 

thee, without a ſpeedy. turning from thy evil-works ; Alas, all thy 
be in thy heart, is: no”more regarded 


of God, than the cutting off « Dogs neck, , and offering -of | Swines blood, 
| wasof old to the Jews.. Love, Love, Love, is that, tell thee, will make 


E | all thy doines plealing in the e of God for then thou wilt not dare 
i -$0 abuſe I hatmleſs Pe GuoGT 


ne thee no wrong, and la« 
forcing 
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| thatis; Swearing. and VVill-worſhip, 1find thein; like to thoſe:two 
Calves Thick Jonlecs | PE: | 
22;28,29, AndWhat did he aime moſt at? was it not to eſtabliſh his 


Throne >But, Alas! it was the ent arareowetit So, are not theſe --- 


ewo dels, Swearing and VV/ill-worſpip, ſet up here in England, the one 


m.the Church, the other in the Srare; only, or on purpoſe, to; ſtay. 


 alrogether as a Nailin a ſure place ? But this Nail, or thefe two Nails 
ſhall be taken away, and one only.Nail; fet or endeavouredto be dri- 
_ ventothe head, that will eftablith the Kg on his Throne,and uphold 


- his Throne under him, far better, and firmer, and faſter thantheſe rwo- 


x 


Bur before, I'ſhall endeavour to hand our, 'or make a Diſcovery of 
- - this irong Nail, that will faſten all ; I ſhall ſhew you the weakneſs of 
© theſe two, or elſe you will be loath to change two for- one ; "and truly 
I'catinot blame you : So then, I ſhall 7 on a Queftion, Canany 
man, that is imperfe&in his work, and hath no good Iron, -but two-or 


three pteces of old Iron, even eaten quite through with ruſty and a lit-. 


tle ſma]l/ bir of new ron, can it be e that ſuch a many, With: 


fuch fu, can make two. Nails that thall be ſo good and ſo-fixong, as- = 


_ he thatis the moſt perſeeſt and beſt Work-man in the World, and- 
hath the belt Iron that can be had for money, having fire, and Inftru-; 
' long Nailof his making, :be better, and like to ſick faſter, and laſt 
longer, andmakeall firmer :and ns, than ſeveral ſmall, 
brittle Nails, that are made by ſuch a filly Work-man, of ſuch Ru 


s .* ” 
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fluff, as aforeſaid; judge you ? So then, let it be well weighed in the | 


Ballance of Equity, by Sober, Rational men, whether poor mortals, . 


thatareſo full of imperfeions and infirmities, and ſubje toerre, , __ 
as welt as other men, can make any: Laws or Decrees,: ſo ftrong 2s to - * 


faften their Power ſo that it. ſhall not ſhake : Alas! all is vain, when . 
IIS wanting; ſo-that T may ſay, Oh! thatmen'were wiſe, . 


ns ghed counſel of God, that is ſhewed to: : 
; Cie. | 


man, to be hs only .8. He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what 

15 good ; and what doth the Lord require 

. Mercy, and'ro walk, hambly nithrbyG 7 And I am. ſure Ged would 
makethis tobe a 'bercer voy 

_ ſmexring Allegiance tothe King ,/o1 

_they that did make this Law of ſwear:ng- 
men, and the matter of it was pw mann 


ſet up,one inDas, &.the other in Bethel, x King. - 
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ments,-and every thing anſwerable for his Work? will notone great- Ip 2 
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: Exiripla have iva.nelttheack. or Gol ich $03 dharake Works 
| men.-that madeit, were not perfect in their Work:;: no? is the; matte? 
that it is made of, Scripture; nor the manner of taking it;according to 
_ -the Example of Holy | enrof old; -nor the-forcing any to take it, T 
- - Scripture Practice ; northe punithing-any for not taking of it,:var= 
rantable, as having: any Law of God to guide tient in ſo.'doing : :So 
then judge, I pray you, Sober men , if this Nat: will 'de any:good ta” - 
_ thefaſtningany Power; when neither the men that made: it were per- 
fe ;- nor that which it was made of, perfe& z-:nor_the manner of 
taking i it, perfect ; nor the way of driving ie, perfe&t. Oh! then conſi- 
der, if it can appear to do any good ; —_ it _ rather — a great: _ 
of harm ? for when the Hand: is trong, and (pix ic aur) and 
- the Veſſel weak; into which it is driven; it mor ir it aſſunde 
then the Driver of it may repent too late, and / Would.:Go& 
. been better adviſed ; I would Thad a better Nail, -or a hi — 
mer, or a gentler Hand: or I would Ehad not diovei itat all, for then 
this poor weak Veſſel might have done me. good .ſeryice; andalfo I 
ſhould have pleaſed my Mafter whom I ſerve, but now hewill: be: ans 
gry with me, for ſpliting the Veſlel, and his Hand will. be heayy ot 
| me, and his Hammer will break mein pieces:: Oh } may _not-the:R#4 
lersof England ay ſo, who now have driven that imperfe& Nail, that 
Oath of Allegiance, with that "Hammer, the Law, made forthat pur« 
poſe, by the hand of their Power, even to the- breakingin. pi &s, and 
wounding the Souls of that poor, hatmiteſs;:andifnocent nglng the 
Baprifts ; and many others, as. artalſo- peaceable awe: __ pos 
our Rulers ſay, when it is too late (When we areundone, and fore brow 
ket) and they have need ofus, topay Cuſtonand Tribute, 2s.i$ 10 
Dattes ſo ta do;; and to perform al our Dacies, as God requires of us, 
to King and Refers, according td the: Scripture? May they- not fay, 
_ when are: undone/by Im 5 'Would God we had not 
| beenſoctuel, wonld We. had" en'"\berter: adviſed, aveuld God we. 
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ng: Jitcs heTnol t I; nor any:Beprs/t.elſe, as I know of, are. 2 
Coles De ehetonp bug either ; L ſhall: ſhew youa * _ 
more excellent way that thoſe may walk in, that have the great Affairs 
of the Nation to mannage ; That.1s, Love, Love, is: that Nail, thats 
when it is placed in the heart, that ſure place, it 4s nga that: 
can-be inyented by all the men/in the Watld ; all; the- fires inthe _ 
World cannot quench Love : $o.then, if there hea True, Real Love: 
in mens hearts, one to-the other, as the Love of a Prince to his Peo- 
ple, and the Love of a People to their Prince ; this 1s the only Law-or 
Nail that will fateri all, and make all fo firm, that all:the Powers and 
Inventions in the World, cannot ſhake or break them aſunder. Truly, 
if thipſe two; Royal and-great Commands, , as that great Prince of. the 
Rings of the Earth hath lefr.ug.t6- walk, by., were: well, obſerved, as 
you ſhall find in Ma. 22. 37. Jeſns. ſaid unto bim, Thos ſhale Love, - . 
the Lord thy God, with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all 3 
Nees ES pg toe Fork an SUeds CH I zaniment y Wy oy er | "2 
ryo Commandments, ME be 48 and the Prophets, . OL that,” © © | 
- this Law of Leve-was.ſo placed in the hzarts of all men 1045.10 Lave:: 
Ged above all things, and their Nerghbour ad themſetves 4 tor rhen, then: 
would. they learn of Chrift that excellent Leflon, .chathz once did ;- 
teach his Diſciples, in his Sermon onthe Moung, Mar, 7..12,. There, 
fore all things whatſoever you world, that men ſh oui [de wnta Jie, do yow 1 = 
even ſoto 52M for this 1s the Law and the Prophers,.. Thus is that Law. of + 
Love (that the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of ) Rom. 13: 19.; That workgch no.. 
i11 to his Neighbour, but is the fulfilling of che Law. This. 'Law of Love, 
if it be nataly placediin the heart, will teach all. men.to'be as tender | 
of doing any harm to ano her, as to.themſelyes :. If this;:Rayal Law of - 
Love be written in the hearts of R#/ers, it will tech them toy 
if they themſelves were to be Ruled by others, they Re *NALNe Wiks-; | 
ling tobe made to Swear againk their Conſciences,'as ſome was.made;.1 - 
to do, by the former Powets, that made their. Wills their Law; .,And - | 
alſo, if men that are now ,.or atany time. in Power, did, but well . 
conſider this, with themſelyes ; would ve. be.willing to-he compelled. - 
to hear thoſe men, that've judge to heanan Error, ov ih niany.Exrors? «| 
And would we be willing to. be made.to {ay.as they fay,. a has F <3 
- they do, in matters of VVorſhip, though never ſo falſe in our .under-r 48 
ſtandings 2 Surely they would conclude” it to be the” greateſt injury 1, - < ©: 
that could be.put upon them : $o then, if this, Dawnto gl, 4.20 would . 
be, done nnto, were well minded by Magiſtrates, Fey. 5yould not. ingpo 
ny thing on mens Conſciences, to woutid them : Agalſoon the gt 
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. e.\*\ \ 4 HEY —_ 
$1ic,;{men that areSubjects,or inferior perſons, would but duly &truly 
contider, vere we Rilers,would'ngt We ove men be peaceable & live 
quietly 'under ofif Government, and t6' obey us; and pay (uſtom and 
+ribure tous? If this 4% of: Love was placed in all mens hearts ; Oh! 
how peaceable would all People be$ind how far would'the S4jetts be, 
from having the leaſt thoughr, ſo as 'to make '7yſurrettions, and to be 
Rebellious;for truly Rebellion #5 as the Sin of VYnch-craft, 1 Sam. 15.13, 
And Stubborneſs is as Iniquity and {dolatyy, OOO 

- Yet lee mepſeada licle about this matter; left ſome may ſay, Ont, 
of thy own mouth we'will Jringe thee, and thoſe of thy Opinion, 


Fx 


| 101, becauſe you 
ave not obeyed the King in his Proclamation, againſt ſuch Meetings, as 
ou do ftill obſerve, and do Pray, and Preach, comrary to his VYilh, 
' My Anſwer to thoſe that ſhall ſay ſo, is this : Tthall not judge iFof 
His Majeſty ; that is, that the King dif meatr us; for ſince Thaye welt 
confidered,of what he promiſed when he was at Breda,and of What, he 
hah ſaid ſince, and of his Love and Favour t9, his Innocent Sb, ets, 
the Baptiſts, and others, Ihave »o cauſe to judge he did mean ſuch as 
did Meet peaceable only, and alone to'Worſhip God, ſkonjd*be.hin- 
dered of ſo good a Work ; for that were to ſay, as much as if he tid;not 
regard his Rojat Kingly Promiſe, at Breda, which I hop! will bs like 
the Law of the Medes and. Perfians, unalterable , to ifoſe" bis uſeleſs 
harmleſs and peaceable Subjects ,-but if there be any that ſhall Meer 
to Plot any harm or miſchief againſt the King, or any of his Nobles, 
let them dre che Deb; bur as for me , and thoſe few. poor. People 
called Baprifts, with whom I have been ſome years, and many more, 
as T am well acquainted with, with whom 1: have fellowſhip, are ſo 
far from having any intention of Rebellion, as'we judge it. a duty, to 
bear our Teſtimony alwayes againſt ſuch inhumane AXtions, as to de- - 
fire the deftruQion of our Friends'; for Re/ers are not to be a Terror to. 
good Forks , but fo* Evil 5 ' then are they our Friends, and can- 
not be out Enemies, unleſs they will be a Terror to, good Yorks; 
bit if they be' a” Terror to 203d Works , and. ſo become, our 
Enemies ( having not that Law of Love in their hearts, to do as they. 
would be done unto)yet it is our Ditty to Pray for them, and Loye them, _ 
as we are taught, by our great Soverain Lord King Jeſus, Mar, 5.44, 
Bir 1 ſay witoyou, Love your Entonies, Bleſs them this Curſe yin; dy gool.. 
to them that hate you, and pray for them that depckifelt vſe yoy.; and the. 
Reaſon why his Sacred Marefty, Chriſt Jeſus, would have us do this, is, 
Ver. 45. That je may be (Faith ie) the Childzes of jou? Fatbgr., which 
i in Heeven ;that doth hoods the ute nvjut, t6 the evil ng.ro the, 
good; 'Oh!ihall fuch' Rivg/ leaves hich a Command; and thall we. 
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not obey-him > Do not we know that he is the Author of Eternal Sal- 


vation, to all them.that hey hizs, Heb. 5. 9. This is a true ſaying ; all 
thoſe Subjects that /ove God, will Love and Hongur the King, becauſe 


Chriſt hath commanded to grve.to Ceſar the things that re Cetars ; and 


all thoſe that Rule as Kings and Judges of the Earth, if they: be wiſe 


and truly love God, they will ksſs the Spy ,, and obſerve his ſayings ;, as 
they are taught, P/al. 2, 10, Be wiſe-nom therefore O ye Kings, be 1nſtru- 
fied ye Judges of the. Earth, Serve. the Lord, with foar,. and re;oxce-with 
trembling,: Kiſs the Son leſt he be angry, and ye-periſh fromthe way(Muk) 
when his wrath 1s kindled but. a little: Bleſſed are all they. that put their 
truſt in him ;, As alſo in Mat. 7. 24, 25. Therefore every one-that hear- 


eth theſe ſayings of Mine, and deththens, I mill liken hin-unto:a Wiſe man, - 
which built.bis Howſe upon a, Rock,, and the. Raindeſcended, and-the Eleods 


came, and the Wind blew, and beat upon. that: Houſe, and it fellinat ; for it 
was founded upon a Rock, So ſhall the Power of alt thoſe Kings and R#- 
lerstand firm and faſt, and none ſhall be. able: to. overchrow- them, 
when they, will hearken to Chriſts ſayings, and do.them;; and.do.unto- 
all as they themſelves, would be done: unto. Oh! this Lav of Love: 
is that fropg Nail that, will make. all, faſt; when it is: faſined. ip: the- 


2arts of men ; for Chyiſt lea perfecd Woxk-man that made-this Laws. _ - 


and all his, Laws axe perfeRt;Heeves and Earth ſhall paſs away, beforeany: 
of bus Laws ſhall fail, Mat. 5. 18, Pal, 19. 7; Oh! where-this Lam of. 
Love is-Written in the heart, the true Peace of Gods there, that-paſ-- 
{ſeth allunderſtanding.; and this- Love: cauſeth all thoſe, where it's: 


placed inthe heart, to pray.for;, and; pitty.one another, . to ſtudy and: 
contriye how to do;good: one-te:anothers, and: how-tor feed. ſich; and; 


"% 


comforx. all thoſe that arg in want. This Love will: ſuffer long, and is: . 


kind, and 15 not puffed up, but is-very humble-and meek; and hath. no. 


revengeful thoughts; but hath: leaxned to: forgiveall men, that God-. 


may make good his-pure Woxd ; that isy to:forgrvealltharſo:do; This: 
Love -ſeeketh not her.omn,. her- on Will; hex own: Honour!, herown: 


Wealth, but ſeeketh- the..good of- hex Neighboyr,. to hisedification.z - 


So:that all men may. ſee.where this Law of Love: 18 placed in any, by. 
their Woxds, and by. their Agions: CS 

As firſt, If Love be placed in-the R#lers hearts-, Oh! how-loath are. 
they to-puniſh any ?: and how will they-enquire into the-matter; be-- 


fore they paſs a, Sentence 2. and- how wall they. weighthe.Cauſe,. and. 


ſee if, they may doit, an$not fin-againft-God?. fox where: the:: Love: 
of, Gog-is in.th 
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e, heaxts of -Kings and Rulers, hig Will, and: Honour, - 
and. Lay, will pþebetbing they will.moſt aimat;s Fox -this: is -a.CCH= - 
rain Rule, That if the. Doyil .canpotmakemenn to:be:rebetlious., .be. 
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- will accuſe them of Rebellion, as once, and ofren he did the Fews, to 


vv SO od RSN 1 HAM S, 48-06 OTA SD RIAA Art 8 Ve EA IPA T Ye © ob ALA bo HEE on PR, 
EINE -.4 | #4 ———__ OE YI > ma nerres eng entRRs ns 
* y $538; PR REG * s 4 [ 2 . = "4 HM WO, F: E 
. 6 VS. 4 « 


%P - @- YO IAIN - 
. ee eg ACE NOIR — ——— —— —— 
Vo Peg S's ” mar 5. 1 P% (O g 
0m NE HP 46 IB EOS adhqunas/ogighoges 
"R4 COEET 7 1 < n ; hb I 
AE4 $ © #« - p . A 
” * - - * . 
pt - i q ﬀ 
F , 


> A abt « < g 
£5 wa Es he , 


thoſe Kings that did Reign over them, - as *Hamar did in his dayes, 
Eſther -3. 8, 9.-as Sanballat and Tobiah, and many more ; as thou 
mayelt read, Neh. 6, Chap. a worthy Story ; and allo Chriſt and his 


| Apoſtles was accuſed falſely, as Paul was, Atts 24. by Tertullus , Ver. 


2,3, 4,5, 6: butall thatwas Falſe, Pas! told them they could not 
prove it, Ver, 13. Oh! the Scriptures are ſo full of ſuctthings, that T 
need not tell of other Hiſtories thatprove frequently how often good 


- men Was accuſed for being Evil-doers , and put to death for ſuch 


things, that they never did nor ſaid. Oh ! have not all good men cauſe 
to pray earneſtly to the God of Heaven, to give the Rulers a diſcern- 


ing Spirit, that they may ſee when any are accuſed falſely, and puniſh 


the Evil-doer, that doth a& the Devils part, in moving the Magi- 
ſtrate to deſtroy any that fear God, and eſchew Evil, without cauſe ; but 
with ſadneſs of heart I have cauſe to ſpeak it ,- He that doth depart 
from Iniquity, makgth himſelf a Prey , and is called a Fanatich,, or 


 CHMad-man; but wo untothaſg that call evil good, and good evil,Iſa.5, 20. 


And further, If Love Rule the warts of men ; how careful will they 
be to obey the Magſtrate, not only for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake ; 


and alſoit is a dangerous thing to ſpeak, evil of Digmries, or ſlight 
. - them, but where the Love of God is placed in their hearts, men will ” | 


not dare to do ſo ; but to refuſe to do that which men command, when 
God hath commanded to the contrary,is no breach of the-Law of Love, 
bur it is a walking up te it, and doing of it, as. Damel and the three 
men did, when they did refuſe to bow down to the Graven Image that 
the King fet up; and Damel prayed, although there was a Law to the 
contrary, Dan, 3.16, 17,18, Dar.6, 10, and the Apoſtles alſo did 
thuſe rather to obey God than man, AQ, 4.18, 19, Chap... 27, 28, 29. 
And this I have ſhewed in ſhort, that it is no breach of the Law of 
Love, to eſteem God and his Laws,before Men and their Laws : I hope 
no King or Rulers will defire this, for that were a fin of a high nature : 
To obey Rulers, I fay, is an Ordinance of God, and to obey them in 
Every thing, as is no fin againſt God, is according to his Will ; and all 
thoſe that refuſe ſo to do, will be found to ſin agarnſt God greatly, and 
cone under Condemnation,and go quite contrary to the fnind of God, 


" revealed in the Scripture, Rom, 13.1, 2, 3, 45, 6. as alſo, 1 Per, 2. 


XL 3, L4y IF. All that /ove God, will make diligent ſearch into the Scrip- 


. tures, todo as they are there dire&ed by the Spirit of God ; for Holy 


men wrote 4s they were moved by the Spirit of God ; So that the Scriptures 
are the teachings of the Spirit of God: And having ſhewed in a ſhort 


_ meaſure, how Love doth unite King and People together ; I ſhall leave 
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theſe fey Lines to be weighed by: all that love God, and ſhall come 
- toſhew how Love is the Principal thing that doth unite mens hearts, 
the one to the other ; and how it may be ſeen when Love, or the true 
Wiſdom, even that VV/iſdom that :s v Fo above doth Rule : For firſt, 
It is Pure, and then Peaceable, and eaſic trbe intreated ; and hath the 
fraits of the Spirit, which 1s Love , Peace , Long-ſuffermg, Gentleneſs , . - 
Goodneſs, Faith, Meckneſs, Temperance, againſt ſuch there is no Law , 
Gal..5. 22, 23. Alas, alas ! what ſhall Ifay to theſe things > How 
doth Love appear in thoſe that are called . Fathers of the Charch of 
England, and Teachers ox Minifters, when they will endeavour to 
compel all to ſay as they ſay, althongtt they do never ſomuch miſs of 
| ſaying the Truth, or walking init? And to this end, that all may 
know who are the'true <HMimfters and Paſtors of the Charch, I thall en- 
deavour to hew how-they may be known from other men, to be the 
true Shepherds and Biſhops of our Souls, y theſe Marks following. 
'Firſt, A Biſhop (or Mane) muſt be blamleſs, the Hubhand of one 
VVife,vigilant, ſober, of good behaviour, groen to Hoſpitality, apt.to teach, 
not given to VV ine, no ſtriker, not greedy of filthy lucre, but patient, not a. 
brawler, not covetons ; one that Ruleth well his own Reuſe, having hisChil- 
drenin ſub;ettion with all gravity ; for. if a man know nat how to Rule his: 
own Honſe, how ſhall he takes care of the ( hurch of Ged, 1 Tim. 3. 2, 3, 
4 5; The care\ſuchare to take of the. Church of God, is: to feed zt,+ 
to watch over it, to ſhew a good Example to it ; as may appear in Atts 20.. 
28, 29, 39. in theſe words, to thoſe that are Miniſters; Take. heed- 
therefore unto your ſelves, and to all the Flock,, over the which the Holy: 
Ghoſt hath made. you Over-ſeers, to feed the (*hurch of God which he hath: 
purchaſed with his own Blood, Heb. 13. 17. where it doth _ -that- 
Miniſters are-ſuch as watch far-the Souls. of the Flock ,. and: not only- 
feed them, and watch over.them,. but ſo to walk among them , as Ex-. 
amples to them, as.aforeſaid, not as-Lords over them, 1 Per. 5. 2, 3.. 
Feed the Flockof God that 15 among you, taking the querſight thereof, not - 
by confiraint, but willingly; not for filthy Sy of 4 mes 1nd : (Mark) : * 
Neuer as being Lords over Gods Heritage, but heing Examples of the 
Flock, x Tim, 4. x2.. in Converſation alſo. -:: 03 22 SF) 55 
Secondly, They are to be Labourers, in Preaching the YYord in ſea- 
ſon, and.out of ſeaſon, 2 Tim. 4. 2,3, 3,4, 5: 1 charge thee, therefore ,_. 
before God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and the 
dead at his appearing, and his Kingdom: Preach the V Vord, be inſtant 1: 


© ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebukg, exhort with all long-ſuſfering and. 


datbrine. And to.this end they are to be ſuch as delight in the- Law of 
the Lord, and 


fe ts, 
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give themſelves. to. reading, as they that delight in Ms -. 14 ; i 
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Did- tiot the Phariſees do ſo? but let not this be ſo much as named 
amonsg'thoſe that are Biſhops and Elders,  Mimſters of Chiift, Oh! let 
all ſuch minde their Maſters ſaying, He that will be chief. among you, 
let hins be a Servant, or as the Toxunger, Mat. 20, 26, 27,28, It ſhall 
wot be ſo avwng you, but whoſoever will be great among you, let him be your 
Minifter ; and whoſoever will be chief among you, let him be your Servant: , 
oven as the: Son of man came not to be miniſtred unto, but to miniſter, and to . 
give his life 8 Ranſom for many. Oh! here is a worthy Precept and 
zxample of a great King, Prieft, and Prophet ; one that was no Hire- 
ling, but a good Shepherd indeed, and Bithop of our Souls. Would. 
Godall that havethe Name of Brſhops, Elders, Paſtors, and Miniſters 
in-England, would take this good Pattern, and labour to walk in his 
ſteps, as they ought to do. Oh! to all ſuch I ſpeak, without reſpe&t of 
perſons; Be not high minded, bat fear, and take a word more before I 
go further, Let-him that thinketh heftandeth, take beed leſt he fall ; T 
mean through Pride, fall into Condemnation, and the ſnare of the Dvil; 
for all that are lifted upin Pride, muſt look for deftrugion, Prov, 16, 
18, Pride goeth before Deſtruttion, and an baughty ſpirit before a Fall : 
Far a mans Pride ſhall bring hins low, but Honour ſhall uphold the bumble 
3n Spirit, Prov. 29.23, «, _ Dope | | 
O hear a word more, all ye that are 4ifted up in Pride, and humble 
your ſelves under the mighty hand of God, Jo he may exalt you in 
due time ; For he rejefteth the Proud, and giveth Grace tothe Humble. 
Oh1 learn of our good Lord and Maſter , ro be meek, and lowly in your 
Hearts, if ever you would have reſt to your Sowls, Mat, 11. 29, Oh! 
if ye love Chriſt indeed, then feed bis Sheep and Lambs, and do not re- 
oard the fleece,or wool, more than the Sheep; be of Pals mind, that, - 
Lo ſeek the welfare of Souls, more than to feed and cloath himſelf ;as. 
witneſs his hunger and great ſtraits he was in, and laboured with 
his hands to miniſter to hitnſelf and others, and ſaid, He that will nat 
work, let him not eat, 2 Thefl. 3. 10, Paul was a worthy Pattern for | 
all Miniſters. : & | 
4. Miniſters above all men, are to cry ovt againſt Six and #ichedneſs, 
and not to be afraid to tell Great men, and Rich men ,» Of Pride and 
Covetouſneſs, and all manner of Wickedneſs, that they ſee in them ; * 
and not Preach ſmooth things, to ſow Pillows under their elbows, an 
Preach,: Peace, Peace, when there # »o Peace to the Wicked, All you in” 
England, that are Paſtors, of all ſorts, hear what I ſay,Be not Bf necks 
e4; water 1s water, although it be in the Jaiy-bone of an Aſs ; ſoare the 
rrue ſayings:of God, good, and of great worth to be given heed to, 
_ although I am mzan and deſpiſed, ry you of your Duties at . 
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this time. | Hear, hear, hear, for the Lords Take , and mind well his 


true ſayings, that concern all Paſtors and: Miniſters, and lay-them to 
heart; cry aloud, ſpare not, ſhew the People their Tranigreffions, and 
Englaiid her Sins, leſt their blood: be required at yourhands, as in. 


. Exch. 3. 17. a place worth your noting, where God ſpeaks-to thoſe 


0 


that were appointed to watch over the People, in theſe words-; Sox of 
mar, I have made thee a watch-man unto the Houſe of Iſrael ; therefore 
hear the Ward at my mouth, and give them warning from me ; when I ſay 
to the wickgd, Thou ſhalt ſurely die, and thou jay | him not warning, nor 
ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to ſave his life : The ſame 
wicked mar ſhall die in his iniquity , but his blood will I require at thine 
hand. Oh! That all you Miniſters would lay this to heart } But for 
the Lords ſake, have a care of being Proud, Covetons, Hateful, :Aali- 
cious; and -Profane ; for then all your Preaching and Praying 
will not do any good to heal a wounded Soul : A man may make a 
ereater Wound in one day, than he can heal in many. Alas ! what good 
will you do then, if you thall wound-fix dayes, by rending and tearing 
the Bread from: the poor Flock of. Chriſt >: and if they put not into 
your mouths, you do even prepare War againſt them , by going to 
Lay with them ; Alas, if you do ſo, it is not enough to ſay many good 
words on the Sabbath day, will-do you any good, or make amendsto 
thoſe poor Men, Widows and Fatherleſs Children, that want bread to 
eat; their Cries will go to God againſt = zand he is a merciful God, 
and will have Compaſſion on them, 'and blaſt all your doings : There- 


fore be warned,you Paſtors and Shepherds, and do it not, left the Lords 


Anger burn againſt you, and none-can quench it, as you may find in 

Ter. 23. 1, 2, in theſe words. Wo be unto the Paſtors that deſtroy and 
ſcatter the Sheep of my Paſture, ſaith the Lord, Verſ. 2, Therefore thus 
faith the Lord God of Iſrael, againſt the Paſtors that feed. may People - Ne 
have ſcattered my Flock,, and driven them away, and have notviſited them, 
Behold I will viſit upen you, the evnl of your doings, ſauth the Lord,- IT will 

ſhew you another ; that by the mouth of twoor thre: witneſſes every word: 
may be eſtabliſhed : Look on this alfo, Ezek, 34. Son of nmn, Propheſie 

againſt the Shepherds, aud ſay unto them, Thus ſaith the LordGod wnto- 
the Shepherds; YVo be unto them that feed:theniſelves: ſhould not the 
Shepherds feed the Flock 2' He calls to them, Yer, 7. to hear the VYord 
of the Lord.; he warneth, Yerſ, 8. becauſe they. were ſo'mindful of 
theniſelves, and did not feed the Flock; andinVer.. 10, dectaredbim- 
ſelf tobe agaiaſt ſuch, and ſaid, That they ſbould not fue themfetves ; 'nor 
the Flook, any more at all : And-all was, becauſe i 


- Woes 


3 R's! SEN 
Fe. hy wade 8 : ” 
I ph: wi S 


fe Shepherds did” 
- not do their Duties, in giving them meat-in due ſeaſn, 'Alzs the 
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Woes re great and many, that are pronounced againſt ſuch, that in- 
ſtead of feeding the Flock of Chriſt, do abuſe them, as Chriſt him- 
ſelf ſaid, Lake 12, 45. But andif that Servant ſay wm his heart, My 
Lord delayeth his coming, and ſhall begin to beat the Men Servants and the 
Maidens, and to eat wp to drink_, and tobe Drunken: | Mark ] The Lord 
Fd that Servant will corve in a day, when he looketh not for him, and at an 
hour, when he 15 not aware, and will cut him aſſunder, and will appoint him 
his Portion with unbelievers, Oh! what will ſuch Miners, - (that call 
themſelves Shepherds) do, that will leave their Flock for greater Pro- 
fit in another place ? I would all ſuch would lay to heart the ſaying 
of the Lord, Zach. tx. 17, Wo tothe Idsl-Shepherd, that leaveth the 
Floth,; the Lord ſhall be upon his Arm, and upon bis right Eye ; his Arm 
ſhalt be clean dryed up, and his right Eye ſhall be utterly darkened. It is a 
| Clear Caſe, when any will leave the Flock for Means (when they have 
Food and Raiment) they have more love to the Means than to the 
Men, or Lathbs of Chriſt, Iwould-to God, that no man in Exglard, 
that is called a Paſtor, Elder, Biſhop, or Teacher, could be blamed with - 
theſe things. EO OE | : I 
But ſeeing all things will come to paſs, that are Prophefied of by the 
Prophets, Chrift and his Apoſtles, and that in Timothy alſo, 2 Tim. 3 
from the I, to the .6 Yerſe, That perilous times ſhall come, that meen ſhall 
be Lovers of themſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, and many more ſuch -_ 
fins, you may know them by, and yet have a Form of Godlineſs, but do 
deny the Power thereof , and fromiuch we ought to turn away; and this 
is thatſort of 'men that creepinto Houſes, and lead captive filly Women : 
Therefore let us trace and fry them in;their foot-ſteps, and ſo we ſhall 
come to know thentby their fruits ; for thorns do not bear Grapes, nor 
thiſtles Figs.. T ſhall ave you my underftanding, and leave it to others 
to judge ; if T am miſtaken, I deſire to be better informed by any. 
* x. If the ſame mindbe in'any Miniſter, that was ini Chriſt Jetus,and 
in Paul ; that is, to be ek. and /owly in heart, Mat: 11. 27. andto 
eftceri others better than themſelves, and to took, more at others good than 
their own, as Pail did, and exhorted others ſo to do, Phil. 2. 3, 4. and 
to be of ſucha mind; that is, to deny himſelf, and take on him the 
Form of a' Servant , and to humble themietves as he did, Phrl.2. 7,8. 
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I6 | A Word to all Peoples | 
this was a true andevident fign he had the Power as well as the Form 
of Godlineſs. And ſo much to the firſt fign of the true Mmfeers, that 
have the Power as well as the Form, | | 

2, Whenany are filled with that FVi/dow, as Fames ſpeaks of, that 

is from above, which is eaſily known from that which is from beneath , 
for it is firſt Pure, then Peaceable, Gemle, and eaſie to be intreated, full of 
Mercy and good Fruits, without Partiality, withaut Hypecriſie, Fam. 3.17. 
So that a man may eaſily know, and quickly taſte, whether the Fruit 
be good or no, and ſo come to ſee what Tree tt was that bore it ; for it 
mult needs be the fruit of the Spirit, if it grow on this Heavenly 
Plant, as YY:iſdom from above, Which is of the Lords planting, Gal. 5. 
22, 23. eAnd the fruits of the Spirit are Love,Joy,Peace,Long-ſuffering, 
Gentlenes, Goodneſs, Faith, Medkuſe Temperance ; againſt ſuch there us 
0 Law, Truly, all men that have the Fruits of the Spirit abounding 
inthem, it is a clear fign to me, they have the Power of Godlineſs, as 
well _ Forms. And ſo much to the ſecond ſign, to know true 4;- 
2:fters DY. by 
| 3-A third fign you ſhall know them by, is, They will with Moſes and 
Chriſt, chuſe Affi:&ron with Gods People, rather than worldly Pomp 
and Glory, Heb. 11.24, 25, 26. For by Faith, Moſes when he was 

Come to years, refuſed to be called the Sou of Pharaohs daughter ; chafing 
. rather to ſuffer Afuflion with the People of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures 

of ſin for a ſeaſon; efteeming the reproach of Chriſt, greater Riches than the * 
Treaſures of Egypt ; for jo had reſpeft unto the recompence of Reward. 

_ Oh! itis afign fk have the Power of Godlineſs,that look not to earth- 
ly Princes for Honour, but unto Jeſus, who is the Author and fimſher 
; our Faith, who for the Toy that was ſet before hims, endured the Croſs, 
efpiſed the ſhame, and 1s ſet down at the right hand of the Throne of God: 
For it muſt be a looking to him that enuned ſuch contradiftion of ſin- 
zers againſt hinfelf, as will keep a Soul from faintig in his mind ; as 
you may ſee, Heb. 13. 2, 3. Oh ! ſuch will be content with Food and 
Raiment, and to goon foot as well as Chiiſt did, if they be able, and 
will condeſcend to the Brother of low degree, and will not endure* to be 
called Rgbty and Lord by their Brethren, but will not be aſhamed to 
_ call the meaneſt of the Flock of Chriſt, Brethren ; For they will count 
ell chings loſs and dung, that they. may win Chriſt, and will labour with 
their hands ſometimes, rather than make. the Goſpel chargeable, and be 
a buxden to others. ES By 
And thus having in, ſhort proved by theſe ſigns, how you may 
Pnow thoſe that have the "Power of Godlineſs, as wellas the Form: ; 
and ſuch are undoubtedly worthy of doxb/e Henonr, and to be hadin 
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good eſtimation for their works ſake, that are wiſe ts turn many from 
the Power of Satay to God, and to: his-Righteouſneſs.- Oh ! ſuch ſhall 
ſhine as.the brightneſs of the Firmament, as the Stars,for ever and ever, 
Dan. x2. 1,2. and have a Crown of Righteouſneſs that will never 
fade away, and afull recompence of Reward. I could ſpeak more 
largely, to-ſhew in what the Power of Godlixeſs doth appear ; but I hope 
that by the mouth of twoor three Witneſſes every word ſhall beeſta- 
bliſhed. FO 

And'noew I ſhall come to ſhew you, how. you may know thoſe-that 
have no more but aForm,and not the: Power of Godl;neſs at all:As firſt, if 
the ſame mind be inthem as was in Haman, Eſth.3, 5. orin Dietrephes , 
gJoh. 9. for Haman was ſo high-minded, and did love ſo to have 
men bow:down-to him, and was ſo angry when ec Hordecas, did refule ſ0' 


to do, that he did ſeek his Life and utter ruine ; he was ſo malicious | 


againſthim, and had no other cauſe. So likewiſe all thoſe Minifters; 
that hate men, becauſe they cannot bow down to then,ſhew that they 
have not the Power of Godliyeſs ; but with Hamman and Diotrephes, love 
the Preheminence more than God, or -poor Souls that be innocent ; 
for where Pride is, thoſe God rejeReth, and beholdeth them afar off, 
and threatneth to cut them off, becauſe they are curſed, pra I19.2T.. 
Pſal, 138. 6. Pſal. 12, 3. The Lord ſhall cut off all flattering lips, and 
the tongue that ſpeaketh Prond things, You may know them that are 
- Proud, by their ſtately Carriage,by their high and threatning Words , 
and by their malicious Actions ; as when they are like Balaam, do 
what they. can to curſe the People of God, and love the wages of 
unrighteouſneſs, as the forced maintenance of.T ythes, which doth 
ſhew that they have not the Power. of Godlineſs. And ſo much to the 
firſt fign of ſuch Mmfters, and how to know them, 

|. 2,. When the Works of the Fleſh do appear in them, as is plainly- 
to. be ſeen, Gal, 5. 19, 20, 21. Nowthe Works of the Fleſh are marife- 
fred, which are theſe, Adultery, Formcation, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, 
1dolatry, VVitchcraft, Hatred , Variance, Emmlations, VPVrath , Strife, 
Sedition, Herefies, Envyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs , Revilings , and: 


fuch like: of which I have.told you before, as I alſo told wn m ties paſt; 


that they that do ſuch things, ſhall not inherit the Kingdons of God, Oh! 
mind well theſe fins, and take good notice, and ſee where any Mini- 


feers are full of YVrath, Variance, and Strife, and ſuch as wi I qu arrel. 


 withtheir Hearers, and go to Law with their Brethren, and be at Ya- 
Aaxce and Strife with them. that will not alwayes- put into theif 
mouths (although ſame 4 thoſe Hearers have ſcarce; bread to eat for 
themſelves) Tay, ſuch 2Lmfters have notthat 
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 ÞAf-Word'jo:akk Peefle 5-" - | 
aforeſaid, but from beneath , as Fames witnefleth (Tamer 37, x4.) in 
theſe words, But if you have butter. Exuying and Strife in your hearts , 
glory not, aud {ye not againſt the Trath= (tor ſaith he) This VViſdom 
deſcendeth not from above, but 15 earthiy, ſenſual and wy 30 that'you 
may plainly ſee, ſuch Miniſters as quarrel and 0 to Law with their 


. Hearers, have not the Power of Godlneſs ; if they have the Form, that 


is all, and that will Rand them ig fo ftead atthe/laftDay./!So-nuich to 
the ſecond fign to know them by. | Pb; 2ted 
3. Such as have not the Power of Godlineſs,” will ſeek their own In- 
tereſt, more than the Glory of God, og poor Souls ; as the 
Wealth, the Pomp and Glory of the World ; and will with Fadas, care 
more for the Bag, and the pieces of Silver , Iſay, more than for ths 
poor Lambs and Sheep of Chriſt ; and-betray their. Maſter Chriſt his 
Cauſe and Truth.; and as the Power altereth,will alter their Relsgiox 
and all to keep their great Places of Profit, and have their Pleaſure, 
and Bellies filled with the beſt Wine, and fateft of other Creatures , 
and will leave their Flock, that they have wrote themſelves Mnifters 
of many. years : But when. they can have a greater mo 1n another 
Place, will ſay, they have a greater Call, ana ſo leave thoſe poor Peo- 
ple that have fed them many years, with a'good competency of Food 
and Raiment, with which they ſhould have. been conterit, and wonld 
have been content had they. had the Power of Godlineſs ; for Godlineſs, 
or the Kingdom of Heaven, doth not confilt 1n.meats ard drinks, but in- 
Righteouſneſs and: Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt'; for 'Godlineſs with 
Contentment 15-great gain. So that all may ſee,; ſuch as ſo'do,. have not 
the Power of Godlineſs: Alas all that have the love of the World, and 
the things of the World in them, more than the love of Chriſt and his 


-Church ; do-ſhew plainly, that they have not the Love of the Fathez 


inthem :* but all thoſe A4::ſters that will hazard a good Conſcience, 
and mock God, and deceive his poor People, by going from them ra- 
ther than loſe their gainful'Places, as ape Eee attain to- in another 
Place ; doth plainly ſhew, they have not the £ove of God, or Power of 
Godlineſs. Alas ! it will be .a hard matter to- blind the eyes of ſo | 
many that are enlightned from ſeeing clearly, who they are thatilove 


their Wealth more than God, andthe Welfare'of his People +: So T 


leave it to all ſober men to judge; to diſcem: between ſuch Miniſters 
that have, and ſuch that have nov the Pomer of Godlizeſs, TV 

But it may beſome may ſay to.me , anF#ſome Miriiſters too, as El 
did to Hamab, or as Felix did to. Paw! ;,This man is-mad, or of a drun- 
ken ſpirit! wich enmity: againft the Miniſters ,. and ſaith: he knows 
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© Or; A Natlaw's fore Place, > 
To ſuch let me givean anſwer in meekneſs; Nd, ty friends; Tani 
not drunk with Envy, nor Mad, buram'a\man.of a Troubled Spiritgts 
ſee the fins of the Nation do.ſo abound;”and am greatly- afraid the 
Judgments of God will come ſpeedily: upon”it, - Truly; I ſpeak the 


_ 


Truth'in foberneſsand fadneſs:of heart, -I believe the chief caule that _ 
fin dothſo much abound (ivmoſt People,bothhigh and low of all ſorts) 


is becauſe of this,'thar thoſe that {hould'-ſhevy then a good example; 
as Miniſters of allſorts -ſhoul&'do,- are no more circumſpeR it their 
Lives, having their Coverſ@tions without blame of Pride; Coverouſneſs; 


Strife, and the like, And further, becauſe they. do/not cty out againſt - | 


ſin, and ſhew all both high and low-the danger of it, that will/unavoid- 
ably come upon the Nationzifthey donot from'the'greateftts-theleaſt, 
the oldeſt to the-youngeſt, thar have ſmned,/ Repent: and amerd their 
Lives with ſpeed, all ſpeed that'may be: made; and mm from fin to 
God, and leave off all theirevil Works, that-fo it may be a lengthning 
to our Peace and Tranquillity,that we periſh not by the hand of | God, 
and he tear #5 14 pieces when there 14 none to deliver, Pſl." 50; 24. And 
this is the cauſe-why 1 ſpeak ſo much,not onely:that'atlmaykrow'whs 
they are that have the'Powey of Godbineſs, but alſo, becauſs' they that 
' have it not,may be put in tnind to make haſte and ſpeed by true humili- 
_ ation to getit,that'they may be Inftruments in the hand of God to fave 
ſouls from Death, and ſo'hide a multitude of fins, and keep the Wrath 
- of God 'froih falling down ſuddenly off Exg/andi'- Fikalt fay, as the 
. Pſalmiſt, "of Ferſalens; 'O allthat love 'God;'pray for the Peace of Eng- 
Hd, Ht all thoſe proſper that lovere; Andall thoſe that: love God and 
hate evil, do love the Peace of Expland : Bleſſed are all thoſe from this 
time forth'and for ever ; and ler all ſay, Amen, Atmen” 2 
. » Andinow (hath ſpeak.a Word to all you that are of theiſame mind 
in the:things'of God with me, 4s to: Repent Bdlirwe, ind have been Bap- 
trzed in Water; inthe Name of the Father, So, and hafy Ghoſt, or Spr- . 
rit, and have had Hauds las = gar and do believe the: Reſwrrettion from 
the Dend, and the Ertrnal Fudgement', To you, in the firft place I 
ſhall dive that fayi which Twas beating from, when 1 was taker 
and hadto Drifon;beeante T did not dare to ſwear-and ————_ God'; 
and that was,'as you ſhalt find; in' x Per 7. Bat the end of & 
band, be ye therefore-ſobgr ani watch nnto: Ppayer, + Theſe - three things 
are in this Text of Scripture, - or Saying: of this-good Apoſtle, thatare 
worth our mindins; - that is, Sobriety, Watchfulroſs''and Prayer';, and 
| the Arotimetis; or Metive'that-the' Apoſtle werhis this,” The ext of all 


things & a band''* And"eruly it is 'a 'worthy* one; for1f this will not ; 
move ts to be ſober, and ro leave off all ſuperſimey of navghtineſs, and 
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to; be very. diligent and watchful,and to pray always, or often ; If this 
Confideration, The end of all things ts at haxd,\vill not move. us fo:to do, | 


mightily to God ; and it was that , which moved Noah to build an Ark 

_ to:the ſaving of his Houſe; And I hope-alſo you will be 'moved with 
the: ſame hol fear, to mind your duties at this time, in this evil day, 

. Wherein fin Lo ch aboakl 56 Watch and Pray that ye_enter net 

rnto temptation; for your Adverſary the Devil, as-aroaring Lion, 'walketb 

about ſeeking whom be may devour, 1 Pet. 5, 8.. Oh all you that txul 

fear the Lord, keep not ſilence, but Cry: and Pray to the'moſt Hig 

- day and night, That he will be merciful to bis-poor People in England; 

Pray for all men, for the King, and all thoſe. under hins that are|1m Autho- 

rity, that God may-give them to. ſee,: what he would-havethem to do, 

that they may ſee that it is not-that-Wwhich he doth require, of them, to 

puniſh Herehe,lef they do as Foab did, puniſh ſome that are more y:gh- 

teas than themſelves;And pul up the Wheat inſtead of theT ares.Oh pray 

ro the, Lord to give them Wiſdom, to execute good & ttue Judgement 

between man and man, - that the Throne of the King may beeſtabliſh- 

ed in Righteouſneſs, that he may Reign longand proſper ; Pray oh my 

Brethren, That the King and all : 8s Rulers may ſee our Innocency,that 

againſt thzm we have never done, ox intend to do any harm ; Oh pray 

to the Lord to guide you, that you may know at all times how to walk 

ſo asto,give no offence to Few nor. Gemle,. or to the Church of God: 

Prayto the Lord, -to guide _you-in all youx Words, 'that you may not- . 

fin againſt God, by ſpeaking evil of .any men, that have done no harm - 

' to you, nay pray to God for thoſe that are your enemies and hate you, 

that God may give them to ſee their evil ; Pray to the Lord to ſhew - 

all thoſe Miniſters that have not the power” of 'Godlineſs, the danger of 

their ſtate and Conditien : Pray to: the_Lord to open their eyes, and 

is turn them from darkneſs to Light, from the power of Satan to God, that 

| they may have an Inheritance among them that are ſanttifed. Oh pray to 
the Lord to guide you ſo with his holy Spurit,that you may not be ſepa- 

rates in Worſhip onely, but to abſtarr from all appearance of evil, that he 

may ſhew you the great Abominations of the Nation, as Pride , Luft, 

Drunkgnneſs, Whordome, Swearing, Lyng, Couzening, Cheating, May- 

games, Plays, and all ſuch curſed ations. Oh ſeparate from them, and 

come out from among them,and touch not the unclean thing; that God 

may be a Father unto you, as he hath promiſed to be to ſuchas ſo do. 
' 2 Cor, 6, 16, 17,18, in theſe Words, And what Apreement hath 

the —_—_ f God with Idols 2? For ye are the Temple of che Tus God.; as 

_ God hat A: d, [ will dwell inthen, and walk, ” them, an I x; be 4 heir 
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| Or, 4 Nail in @ ſure Place, * *' © 2x 
God, and they ſhall be my People. [ mark ] Wherefore come out from amon$ 
them, and be ye ſeparate, fach the Lord, and wt, not the onle thing; 
Ani 1 will recerve you, and. will be a Father unto you, and ye. ſhall. be my 
ſons and daughters, ſairbthe Lord Almighty, Mind further; Chap. 7.7. 
Having therefore theſe Pronuſes, dearly beloved, let ws cleanſe our ſelves, 
from thineſs. of fleſh and Spirit , porteing Holineſs in the fear of 
- Ged. Oh theſe ſayings are worthy to be written.in Lines of Gold, they 
areof ſogreata valye! From hence ye may ſee it is not enough to 
| ſeparatefrom the groſs ſins of the rude People of the Land, as Fleſhly. 
filthineſs, but from all Spiritual wickedneſsand 1dolatry,as all humane In- 
ventions are. . Oh pray that the Lord may keep you in his way to Ca- 
aan, from going back again into Egypt ; For if any ſoul draw back, 
he will have no pleaſure in him, Heb. 10,38, Nay if he do but /ook, 
| back,, he ts unfit for the Kingdom, Luke 9. 62. Remember Lots VVife, 
Gen. 1x9. 17, 26. Yet pray continually for England, and plead with 
God, as once good Abraham did' for Sodoms, Gen, 18. 23, 24, 25, 26. 
and ſo to the end of that Chap. A good and worthy pattern for us to 
follow, Oh labour to be as Righteous as you can, God hath afforded 
you means enough ; for it is the Prayers of one that is Righteous with 
Faithful Abrahams, that will ayailt much, But know this, that if you do 
regardevil and fin in your hearts, ſo as to hide it there, and keep it 
cloſe; ye-have no Promiſe that God will hear your Prayers ; as Da- 
vid d1d Witneſs in theſe words, If I regard '1»1qmity in my heart the Lord 
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will not hear my Prayer, Pſal. 66. x8. Oh of all men, you had need to 


walk wiſely and holily ! for all men watch for your haltings, and will 
be $a to ſee you ſtumble. Oh! that all you that are called Teachers, 
Elders, Paſtors, or Biſhops of Chriſt's Church, would labour always and 
daily in. your Prayers to God, That you may bz. found:to be ſuch as - 
have the Power of Gadlineſs ; and do not complain of other men that 
have the Name of ſuch Teachers and not the Power, and be the ſame 
your ſelves:Oh have you a-ipecial care, you have not the Name only as 
well as they. To have a Name to live is but a poor matter, whenthere 
1s a deadneſs and a carnal mind, and a love to Worldly profits,.ſo as to 
be careleſs of taking'care of thoſe, over whom the Lord hath made you 
Overſeers. Oh of all men do you quit your ſelves hike men' and be ſtrong, 
and;put onthe mhale Armor of God, that you may be able to ſtand in the evil 
day, as We are taught, Epheſ. 6: 1x, and the Reaſon why we ſhould do 
ſo Pax! ſheweth in theſe words, That:ye may be able to ſtand againſt the 
wales of the Devil ; For ( ſaith he ) we wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blood, 
but againſt Principalities and againſt Powers,againſt the Rulers of the dark- 
neſs.vf this Varld, againſt ſpiritual NES mbigh places, Veg. 14+ 
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Stand therefore, having your Toins  girdel alowr with Trath, and having on 
eonſueſs, Nerf, 16, Above. all taking the ſhi, er 

Faith, wherewith ye ſhall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the-wich w 

and take the Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword of the Spirit , which is the 


VVord of God; fl ayng always with alt prayer and ſnpplicarien mm the x 2k 
1032 


: and watching thereunto, with ſupplication for all Saunt s; (mind this I 


bly intreat you ) Verſ, x19. And for me,that utterance may be gruen 

to me that 1 may open my month bolaly, #6 make known the myſtery of the 
Goſpel. Oh !for me my brethren, thatam not ſenkble that any have fo 
many Infirmities every way as I have,both in the outward-and inward - 
man ; yet this is my comfort, that Easwas amanof Infirmities atfo, 


| Yet when he prayed God heard him; for God doth-know, rthit we are 
| ſuchas arewi;xgin our yn but weak: in our Fleſh; So then let ns 


comfort our felves with'this, that He'doth net blame us for wharwe 
cannot do by reaſon of our natural infirmiries, but becaufe whew we 
have abilities, and do not make that uſe of them as He wauld have us, 
that did give us ſtrength and ability ſo to do,tins is agreat fin \ Qh re- 
member what ſhall be the portion of the arprofitable Sexwant; he 1s tobe - 
bound hand and foot and ouſt into utter darkyeſs; Olito: be an Idte/Labour- 
er in Chriſt's Vineyardis a great fin; bur this is: for. our:Comkort, hs 
that laboureth in the Lord, his labour ſhall nat be m-1ain :. Ola then ;, | Ler 
2 not be weary in well doing, for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint wot: 
for we are made partakers of Chriſt, if we bold faſtthe beginmay of our con- 
fidence without wavering, Oh my brethren, ler »s not caſt away our confe- 
dence, which hath great recompence'sf reward :' Burleres:remeinber that 
heayenly counſel that was given to the 4rgel of the Charch of Philadel- 
phia, Rev.z.1r, (where Chriſt ſaith)Behold, [come quickly; hold.that faſt 
which thou haſft,that no man take thyCrown,No-man- can be.crowned if he 
do not fttive lawfully,but to ſtrive to be holy in al maner of Converſa- 
tion, and to covet the beſt things, ſo as to-propheſie, that is to ſpeak'to 
Ed-fication,Exhortation and (omfort, 1s a lawful thing ; Oh let us do ſo, 
and ſo much the more as we ice-rhe day is approaching, that all muſt 
come to give an account of their S:ewardſhip: Let us all labor to pleaſe 
our God in all things,that we may enter into the Joy of our Lord, and 
let us not bediſmatied at wharman can ſay or:do, that can but kill the 
body, and can do no more, that threaten us,and bid us hold our peace; 
bur let us'with the blind man cry out the more, and preach the more ; 
For which ſhall we obey God, er man ? let all good men judge. Now. I 
leave this to you that are called Elders, Paſtors -and - Biſhops, as all are 
one-in ſubſtance, although different in Names 3: but all ſhould be ſer- 


-van$6f the Churchfor' Ch nſt's ſake ; and not Maſters'to Tord it ovey 
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their Beethrens'Conſciences, as ſome do, they:arethe more toblame.. - bs 


' Tleave;l] ſay; theſe Lines ito you towtigh and juds according to thar 
"Wiſdom given you from above. "D388 
And now 1 hall ſpeak a word or two more to all in general, that are 
baprized Betievers ia Chriſt ; and ſhall increat them all, co mind well. 
thatſaying inthe fieſt place, as-you ſhall find, x Per. 4. B. And above 
- all thengs, have fervent Charity, | or Love |] Among yoxr ſelves :;for Charity 
 '{orLove}] ſhall aud will cover a multitude of fins. Oh! my Brethren, - 
. Love, Love; is that Nai thatwill faſtenall your hearts one. to ano- 
ther «it 45 your Duties. to love af men, todo Good to all men, to Pray 
- for allen, andas muck-as im. you lyes, to live Peaceably wirh all 
men>ard{hould:you not; love.one another 2: Oh! by this thall all men 
 know+faith Chrit)-ye.ure wy Duſciples, if you love another,Foh. 13. 35. 
Oh! it is a great Command of Chritt, to love.one another : Oh! ler 
this of Love be withour dizhmularion, abhor thar evil above all things, 
and [po not 4u word; or tongue only, but indeed and intruth; this, Oh, 
thisis'the Lowe that is pleafing 2n the fight of God, and all good men. 
: Oh ! if this of Love be well nanded, it will make you with all cheer- 
fullneſs, to dogoodone to another, to ſympathize one with another , 
-ſo asto/hwve a fellow-feelingone of anothers Wants, Pains, Sorrows, 
and Aﬀigtions ; forthegreatLover of mankind, Chriſt Jeſus, had ſo, 
andhis Love to His, did conſtrain himto Pray ofcen for his Dilciples. 
Oh ! it 1s not the Duty of Teachers only to Pray; but alt that love one 
another, Pray one for another, and watch one over another, for good, 
and not as the world doth , to take advantage by your haltings and 
failings, but to adromuſh one another in Love, to Reprove in-Love; and 
to ſhew one_another your Evils in Love, and in. Love to warn one 
- another 'of thoſe-things'that. will make for Gods dithonour, and will 
rieve your Brethren, and will: wound your 'own Souls ; which three 
_ things, all that love God ought to have a: great caze of alwayes,; that 
15, Not to diſhonour God, not to grieve thoſe that love God, not to go 
againſt your Conſciences, and fo wound your own Souls; allo labour 
ſifl to be at peace among your ſelves ; make peace as muciias you - 
' can, butnot diſcord, for there is a Bleſſing doth belong to Peace-ma- 
kers, Mat. 5.9. Bleſſed are the Peace-makgrs, for they ſhall be called _ 
the Children of Ged. Oh, a high Title indeed ! but to ſow diſcord 4-: _ 
' mong Brethren, 1s. an abomination in the. fight of God, as you 
ſhall find in Prov. 6, x9. Oh! have a great care of tale-beat- 
ing, and of (ſpeaking evil one of another, leſt you be conſumed 3 
one. of another ; Ir is Counſel of the -Spirit-of God, by -his 4 
Servants yan may find, Faw, 4. Fr. Tow- onght not to ſpeak, evilof  _Þ 
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'24 - A Wordto all People 3 
- any man, Tit, 3.2, but toſhew all Meekneſs to all men, and then 
-ſurely to your Brethren : Oh! Love is ſtill the only means to procure 
all this ; for it is of ſuch a, pure nature, that it doth not ſo much as 
- think ill to its Neighbour. Love is that as ſhould be the only moving 
Cauſe, to thoſe that love Chriſt,to feed his Flock, but not for Money , 
for that js the Root of all evi/; and herein men ſhould make it appear, 
that their Righteouſneſs doth exceed thoſe that will not Preach,with- 
out they can de ſure of ſo many Pounds. by the year, that will anſwer 
their defires ; ſo likewiſe Love ſhould be that as ſhould move all that 
receive Spiritual things, to impart Carhal things to their Teachers, 
knowing that God hath ordained, that they that Preach the Goſpel , 
(hould' Live of the Goſpel; and this ſhoyld be the moving Cauſe, of . 
him that is ranght, to communicate to him that. Teacheth, in all goed 
things: And herein your Love and Righteouſneſs will exceed thoſe 
that will. not part with any thing to their Teachers, but by force of a 
Humane Law : So that all may ſee that ſuch as will not teach with- 
. out Money, and ſuch that will not communicate. to thoſe. without a 
Humane Law, have not the Love of God, or the Power of Godlineſs, 
Truly this is not the thing I aim at,but to ſheyy you all how-Love doth 
carry Souls out to perform their Duties one to another : but the ſay- 
ings of Holy men in the Scriptures, are to be a Rule for us to manifeſt 
our Love one to another by ; as theſe, for the Teachers are uſeful to 
look to, Ezeck, 34. 2, 3. alſo AF, 20, 28, Joh, 21, 15, 16, 17, 1 Pet. 
5. 2. More, and many more might have been quoted, but to thoſe | 
that love God and his People, the Flock of his Inheritance, theſe are 
enough. As to thoſe that are taught, in and by the Word of Ttuth, by 
ſuch as God hath choſen to watch over them ; let Love conftrain them 
to look unto theſe for a Rule to walk by, as x Theſſ. 5. 12, 13. asal- 
ſothatin, 1 Tim, $5. 17, Heb. 13,7, 17.1 Tim. 5.19, Heb. 10. 25. 
i Cor, 9. 7..Gal, 6. 6, This I know, all that love God will do, as the 
hoble-Bereans did, (AB. 17, 11.) ſearch the Scriptures, to find what 
is the mind of God there revealed, and do it with all willingneſs and 
cheerfulneſs, for that is moſt pleaſing to God ; for all the Preaching 
-in the world is:no way acceptable to God, when Love is wanting to 
God and his People. So likewiſe all the large Revenues that men 
have, that comes from their Heaters againſt their Wills, is no way 
- pteafing to God, as done by ſuch, with 1o ill a Will as Would not do 
' - it, Were not there a Lay to force them ſo to da ; ſo ſaith Paul, Though 
I grve my goods tothe poor, and have not love, it is worth nithing, x Cor. 
-T'3. 3. Thus having in fingleneſsof heart, without reſpe&- of perſous 
(or having anything againſt any man, that is Malice ar Envy, or the 


;. of 
«5 S » CESS. - 3 62 0p 3. _ , 2 : 
wo ted » 3: HOO 856 WOY: 2 7 ad F OTE ESR TUE $ "Iv * 
oo _ Pn "ly 19 4. \ a . 


AF RE > > 


SR 


I 


. the foulneſs of it , 


a ene eS... 
vb 


% 


. 


, 


doth not = any one a talentto hide it in a Napkin: So: I fearing to 
fin again 

my Brethren - and now I commend theſe few Lines to. you, and IL 
commend you my. Brethren to God, and ro the Word of his Grace, who is 
able to build you up, and to give you ay Inheritance among them that are 
ſanftified, and ſhall-remain, I hope, ſo long as I. live, an Interceder 


by prayer to oux God, for you and all men ;' for he knoweth that am - 


a true Lover of you and all men, and a hater of no man. | 
But now I ſhall ſhe to all men, both High and Low,” both 
Bond and Free, both Male and. Female, of all Sorts and Opinions.in 
Explaxd ; taking notice; that ſome among all thoſe, do bear fome kind 
of hatred to each other; I ſhall once more ſpeak to them all, and ſhew 
them further the Wy Sin of Hatred ; and tothatend you may ſee 
o but well weigh. what Fames ſaith to'this hateful 


« Sin of Emvy and Strife, for ſaith he, Where Envy and Strife is, there ts 


Confuſion, and every evil VYVark, Jam. 3. 16..1f this be ſo, how doth 
it concern us to.look well to our ſelves, that we-entertain noſuch 
Tenant into our earthly Houſes, as will pull down  ruine and con- 
fuſion on our heads,- and bring us to be guilty of every evit work, and 
ſo we ſhall and muſt be partakers of every plague and puniſhment due 
to ſuch Sins? And further, it is to be noted, that where hatred is, 
men cannot love one another ; for men that hate any, are-alwayes en- 
deavouting to deſtroy thoſe that they hate : So as Iſaidbefore, ſo ſay 


% 


he calleth Strife and Envy, bitter ; and well it may be termed bitter , 


for it beareth many a bitter fruit, and theperſon-in whomtit is, is in | 


a ſtate of Condemnation, and walketh is Darkneſs , becaufe Darkneſs 

hath blinded his eyes, x Joh. 2. 1x, Nay, more then all this; He that 

hateth hrs Brother, i a Murtherer and a Lyar , and hath not Eternal 

Life, x Joh.3.25, Joh. 4.20.Oh! let-theſe things be a warning toall, 

ſo as not to hate any man in the world;what cauſe have we'to hate any 

man ? may we hate him ,.becauſe' he is our Enemy ? 'Oh, no, by 

no means; for the ſayings of Chrift ſhould prevail with thee, that arr 

a Chriſtian, more:than all the wicked ations of any man-; who ſaith, 

| Love your Enewies, and do good to them that hate you, and pray for them. 
But what may mer hate one another for"then 2 May they hate orte 


_ another, becauſe they are not of one mind in: Religion, or'of one $0- 


his Apoſtles, for any ſuch thing, but fxom-the ſeryares of 


ciety.?;. Truly we have no'Pretept or Example 'from Chit or-any of 
the Dev 
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like) diſcharged that. Duty,-that I judge God did requiteof me, that 


God, by ſo doing, have endeavoured todo my.duty to you - 


I now, you may know where this curſed Plant (of the Devils planting) - 
oroweth, you may know it by its fruit, for it 1s bitter, as Jaz. 3, 14.. 
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:. we have Prefidemts miny;bur-wo'ts them charTolfow ſuch Prefidents, 
- Butletus weighwell tie thing; and ſee/how like beaſts men .afe' that 
.dohate any, becauſe they arent of the ſame Societyas they ate. 
Dd not beaſts do fo.,. firive 'to teareach other with their teeth, as 
Dogs and Swine , and: ſuch like do > :Do-not all thoſe men thar _ 
hate one another, becauſe they arenoriof one Mind, or of one Society, 
appear to be like Dogs and Swine £- Doch mot a petſecuting ſpirit 
ſpring from a Dogs and Swines nature? If not, Tam {ureit doth ſpring 
frotp the Devil, and not from God ; for the firft hateful man thatever 
we read of, Was (az, and who did he hate ?- was itmot his. Brother > 
| andwhy was it? was itnotz becauſe -his own Yorks vere Eucl, and 
his Brothers Good ? and was not this hawed of his: txom-the Devil's 
But what advantage had he by his Brothers death? a-Curfe from:the 
Lord,a Puniſhment that was heavierthan he-could dear, as .he himſelf 
ſaid, Ger, 4. 13, 14. and alltoſatisfic his hateful. bloody defire. Oh't 
that this might be a warning to all the:Sons'of men, how2hey hate one 
another for any thing. But ſome do hate others, and fainwould punith 
them, had they Powerſoto do-;-and all is, as theylay, becaufe thoſe 
that they would have puniſhed,/are in Enors, Alas, alas! 'who- (hall 
be Judge 2 Oh ! who 1s ſuſhcient for theſe things ? ſhall a man, or 
men, that is ſubje& to erre as well as another, andaman, or men of 
infirmities as well as another man, or other:men; ſhall ſuch men be 
Judge in this marter 2 If not, where willyou find a'man, or men, that 
are infalible > but if any man, or men, bt found worthy to judee in 
this matter, let thoſe men that are guided by that Law of Love, judge 
(and not-by hatred)ſuch as are ſo guided,ſuch as will do as they would 
be done unto, and thenTamAqure, that they- will not hate or puni 
any. for Conſcience ſake , becauſe -I- know -no man would be fo 
dealt withal ; but ſome may hate thoſe that fpeak to them, and ſhew 
them what God will bring on them. for killing the Innocent, to haye 
* his Goods. If in England here beany ſuch, let them take warning by 
him, that ſold himſelf to work wickedneſs, as Ahab did.; he called one 
Prophet his Enemy, and hated .another, becauſe he ſpake the Truth 
alwayes, and for that cauſedid give that cxuel Sentence avainft him, 
as that he mult eat the Bread, and drink the VVarer of Af; Hon, 1 King. 
21, 19, 20, Chap. 22. 17, tothe 28. Yer. mind the dealings of God 
with this hateful perſon, the King of {ſraed, that hated, and puniſhed, 
and killed the Innocent, without a Cauſe ; ſee fay, the juſt hand of 
"s Godagainſt him, x Kizg. 22. 34. to the 38.Here you may ſee God re- 
=. Afſpeceth no perſons, although Kigs. You may ſee further, how dan- 
by frat inis, cokilſorhare the Innvorn, 
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men, that have Harred and Evy in their hearts, that 

4 Godleneſs, and not a Power ; as theWiſe man alſo doth ad- 

viſe ſuch that will rake Wiſdoms Counſel, ts wakg no friendſhip with an an- 

y man, nor go with: hymn, ſo as 6 be his (oampagion; and the Reaſon he- 

Leary in theſe wotds, Left thew learn his wajes, andiſe get aſnare to thy 

Sowl, Prov. 22. 24, 25. forfaith he, Prov. 29. 22. An angry man ftirreth 
wet 2, and & furious man abowndeth Eo] ; 


. Fightings, and all (chav comes 
which will bring Gods auge 
from it 3 but alt your 


ray that the good Lord may 
and. JR s ' s : ; 
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